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State of California – The Resources Agency                           ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov 
4665 Lampson Avenue, Ste. C 
Los Alamitos, CA 90720 
(562) 342-7108 
 
 
 
February 28, 2007 
 
 
 
Doug Bosco 
Chair, State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Floor 13 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re:  Support for socioeconomic study of north coast fisheries 
 
Dear Chairperson Bosco: 
 
This letter is in regards to potential Coastal Conservancy Board funds for 
California Sea Grant to conduct a socioeconomic study of north coast fisheries 
(Fort Bragg to Crescent City) in collaboration with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service.  I am writing to express the Department of Fish and Game’s 
(Department) strong support for this project. 
 
Nowhere is fisheries management changes felt more strongly than in areas like 
the north coast communities, whose small local economies have been 
traditionally dependent on fishing.  Not surprisingly, there is a lack of 
socioeconomic data on the region’s fisheries (commercial, recreational and tribal) 
and coastal communities.  Among the most critical information needs are 
accurate analyses of fisheries trends, data on port and fishery support 
infrastructure, data on expenditures and employment in fishery-dependent 
businesses, and determination of the linkages and relationships among fisheries 
and between fisheries and fishery-dependent businesses. 
 
This project will inform the ecosystem-based management program beginning for 
the Humboldt Bay/Eel River delta area, and could support development of 
Fishery Management Plans under the Marine Life Management Act (MLMA) and 
marine protected area analysis under the Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA).  
The Department would like to point out our additional support for the expansion 
of this project to the south, into the present MLPA study region between Pt. 
Arena and Pigeon Pt.  The project is also consistent with the newly-adopted 
Ocean Protection Council Strategic Plan, which calls for actions to support 
market-based fishery management approaches and to encourage sustainable 
economic activity. 
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Doug Bosco 
Page 2 
February 28, 2007 
 
 
Thank you for considering this important project.  Should you have questions or 
need additional information, please feel free to contact Ms. Susan Ashcraft, 
Senior Biologist Supervisor in the Department’s Marine Region, 1416 Ninth 
Street, Room 1341-B, Sacramento, CA 95814, telephone (916) 651-7670. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gary B. Stacey 
Regional Manager 
Marine Region 
 
cc:  Moira McEnespy 
       State Coastal Conservancy 
       1330 Broadway, Floor 13 
       Oakland, CA 94612 
 


